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Sports Specialist partnership activi-
ties with Haydon Bridge High 
School have meant that our Year 8 
pupils have benefitted from Net-
ball, Trampolining and Fencing op-
portunities with free transport pro-
vided to Haydon Bridge. 
There has been an abundance 
of footballing practices, fixtures 
and successes  - honourable 
mentions go to the girls’ team 
who got into the quarter finals of 
the county cup and came top of 
their group and the U11 boys 7-
a-side who came 3rd out of 7 at 
Prudhoe High School.  U13 
Girls have drawn Ponteland 
Middle School and Waller Com-
prehensive in the newly com-
bined quarter and semi finals of 
the County Cup—this may yet be 
the time we reach the County Fi-
nal!  Good Luck! 
Cross country successes have 
also abounded over the last term 
and a half with the TWSSA Girls’ 
Cross Country Minors Team taking 
3rd place and 5 pupils qualifying 
for the County Championships fol-

lowing the Area Competition. 2 pu-
pils, Polly Byron and Catherine 
Sadler then took part in the Inter-
County Cross Country at Durham 
by dint of their very successful po-
sitions of 1st and 8th respectively. 

Badminton, as ever, continues 
popular with House competitions 
and lunchtime practices in school 
and area competitions outside 
school.  Our Key Stage 3 Boys’ 
and Girls’ teams both are Area 
Champions and they went on to 
compete in the County U14 Finals 

(Continued on page 2) 

Friday 12th February 2010 
 School closes for 
 Spring half term holiday 
 
Monday 22nd February 2010 
 School opens for pupils & 
 Staff 
 
Thursday 25th February 2010 
 Y6 Swimming starts 
 
Friday 5th March 2010 
 Interim reports to parents 
 
w/c 15th March 2010 
 Cycle Experience 
 
Tuesday 16th March 2010 
 Y8 Girls’ HPV Vaccines 

(final of 3) 
 

Wednesday 17th March 2010 
 KS 2 Parents’ Evening 
 
w/c 22nd March 2010 
 Cycle Experience 
 
Tuesday 23rd March 2010 
 KS 2 Parents’ Evening 
 
Thursday 1st April 2010 
 School closes for Easter 
 
Monday 19th April 2010 
 School opens for pupils & 
 staff 
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It is with confidence that we hope that this newsletter 
is the last ‘whole school’ print run as 
‘ParentMail’ is now up and running in the school. 
The new electronic communication system is such 
that the school hopes to send as many letters and com-
muniqués and as much information as it possibly can 
electronically. 
If you haven’t yet returned your form, or would like 
further information, please do not hesitate to contact 

the school office. 
Don’t worry if you aren’t registered, the system in-
forms the school immediately as to who requires a 
hard copy and these will be distributed in the same 
way as before. 
Please contact the school with any issues you have 
with the new system and we will try to rectify them as 
quickly as possible! 
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Recent fundraising events in 
school have achieved the 
following - 
 
Children In Need £191.17 
 
Haiti Appeal £300+  
(final amount to be verified) 
 

Well done! 
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in Ashington where the boys achieved 3rd and the 
girls, 2nd!  Bravo! 

 

Volleyball, Netball, Rugby and Basketball are also 
features of our curriculum with external coaching 
occurring in Volleyball, Netball and Rugby.  Our 
Netball coach, who runs a club for our Year 7s on 
Thursday lunchtimes also runs the Allendale la-
dies team and we are delighted to have her in 
school and providing this link with a local club. 
Our local SSCo, Sue Lorraine is now providing 
input for Year 8 Dance and we have been pleased 
to ‘host’ two dance assemblies in front of the 
whole school.  Lydia Howdon, Year 5, thrilled with 
her Irish Dance routine and ‘Feet First’ Dance 
Group provided some lively contemporary 
routines.  This area promises to be an extremely 
enjoyable one! 

THE CROFT GOBLIN ONE HOUR RACE 
 

Welcome to Croft Motor Racing Circuit for the first  Goblin 
event here run in conjunction with our annual North east 

Regional heat for the Formula 24 cars. 
 
Today we will be racing for one hour with the most laps cov-
ered taking the prizes. During the race each car will be allo-
cated a Pit Zone in which driver changing will be done during 
the race. It is expected that each team will use at least four 
drivers during the race and therefore will have to make at 
least three pit stops during the race. 
During pit stops one teacher only is allowed to assist and only 
the new driver and one other pupil will be allowed into the pit 
are during the changeover. Full details of the pit procedures 
will be given to all of the teams before the start of the race. 
Only the two batteries on the car are allowed for the race. 
Each car will be loaned a transponder for the duration of the 

race which is cable tied onto the chassis. 
This will enable the lap counters to monitor 

the race accurately and to have timing for all laps raced. 
Drivers must be correctly dressed in accordance with normal 
Goblin standards. That is a helmet, gloves, fully covering 
clothing and either goggles or a visor on the helmet. 
As soon as your car is ready it will be checked over and the 
driver’s equipment also checked. The car is then clear to 
race. 
The race will start with a hooter and go on for exactly one 
hour. The chequered flag will drop after the hour and the 
number of laps completed at that time will determine the re-
sult. 
 
RULES OF THE RACE 
The marshals will carry two flags for the Goblin race. The 
yellow flag will be waved if there is a blockage on the track. 
The cars must stop racing but can keep going in their race 
order until the flags go in when they can start racing again. If 
the red flag is deployed then the race is stopped and cars 
should immediately pull off the track. Drivers should stay in 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Allendale Middle School Governing Body (From Februa ry 2010) 

The governing body has been restructured and named governors have specific responsibilities. If you would like to 
contact a governor please contact the school office 

Name   Areas of Responsibility  

Eileen Burt  
Chair of Governors 
Local Autority governor 

Staffing committee (chair) 
Finance and property committee 
Numeracy 
School self evaluation 
Safeguarding and child protection  

Alan Hodgson 
Vice – chair of Governors 
Local Authority governor 

Staffing committee 
Special educational needs 

Hilary Robson  
North Pennine Learning 
partnership trust gover-
nor 

Staffing committee 
Behaviour and attendance 
Planning of emergency incidents 
Drugs and drug education 

Ed Brown  Parent governor 

Finance and property committee 
Curriculum and policy committee 
Target setting 
Literacy 

Graham Sinclair  
North Pennine Learning 
partnership trust gover-
nor 

Finance and property committee (chair) 
Budget monitoring 
Health and Safety 

Vivienne Middlemass  Local Authority governor 

Curriculum and policy committee 
Arts, Technology and Music 
Community Cohesion (PSHCE) 

Marilyn Fleming  Parent governor 

Staffing committee 
Finance and property 
Extended services 

Anne Grieve  Parent governor 

Curriculum and policy committee (chair) 
Governor training Link governor 
PE/Sport,  Science and other curriculum areas not 

already specified. 
Parent voice 

Rev. John Russell  Community governor 
Finance and property committee 
Humanities i.e. History, Geography and Religious 

education  

Amanda Noble Community governor 
Curriculum and policy committee 
Assessment and reporting 

Susan Hickey  Head teacher governor   

Gillian Underdown  Staff governor Curriculum and policy committee 
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Pupils and staff at the school were encouraged this year to sign a ‘big’ Christmas Card.  The card 
was a banner, approximately 20ft long, where all pupils, for a donation, could sign and wish their 
school mates a ‘Merry Christmas’, a ‘Happy New Year’ or whatever Christmas message they 

wanted!  The final amount raised was £90 and the school has purchased via Oxfam Unwrapped 
Safe Water, ‘Fix a Well’ and ‘Build a Bog’.  Further information on these items can be found on the 
Oxfam website.  Thank you to all those who donated so generously. 
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All of Year 7 enjoyed a spectacular visit to 
the Nissan car plant in Sunderland.  We 
were given a tour around the factory and 
were shown how the Nissan cars were 
made.  It was amazing!  We saw cars being 
tested and parts being fitted onto the vehi-
cles.  

After the tour, we were shown a presenta-
tion and it was interesting because we saw 
what Nissan cars might look like in the fu-
ture. 

We were given ‘wind-up’ torches and mints 
as souvenirs! 

Rosie Hodnett 
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The music department has 
been very busy this half term with a few work-
shops and projects going on. 

Year 8 have been involved in a ‘Junk Music’ 
workshop.  They have explored world rhythms 
and used ‘junk’ instruments to play them on.  We 
recorded our work on a CD and filmed ourselves 
on the school video camera!  Year 6 are going to 
be following on with this work through a series of 
workshops—any ‘junk’ instruments would be 
gratefully received: the bigger the better! 

Year 5 are also enjoying themselves by taking 
part in an African Drumming project.  Everyone is 
learning to play African rhythms using Djembe 
drums and they will be presenting a music as-
sembly in March. 

My congratulations to Year 6 for their charity con-
cert in aid of Children in Need last term.  They 
raised a generous amount of money and the 
message they put across through their music 
was very touching.  Well done! 

Lesley Elliott 
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On behalf of Mrs Gail Wade and myself, I would 
like to thank  all pupils, staff and parents for the 
support we have received as Acting Head 
Teachers. 
 
After half term, Mrs Wade will be returning to her 
post at St Josephs Middle School, Hexham.  I 
have thoroughly enjoyed working with Mrs Wade 
and we, the staff at Allendale Middle School wish 
to thank her for her tremendous energy and 
commitment to the school. We wish her good 
luck and best wishes for the future. 
 
Mrs Susan Hickey will join Allendale Middle 
School in the post of Head Teacher and I will 
return to the role of Deputy Head Teacher. 

Julie Howard 

their cars and await further instructions. 
Drivers will be sensible and make sure that there is no con-
tact between cars. Any dangerous driving or deliberate 
blocking or obstruction will be penalised by laps being taken 
off. The organisers reserve the right to take off any driver 
who is not considered sufficiently competent to race or who 
has ignored marshals signals. 

BEST OF LUCK  AND ENJOY THE RACE 

not quite race material yet!…ed. 
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During the past two terms we have asked your views on Allendale Middle School. We thank you for 
the positive comments you have made and are acting on the suggestions to make Allendale Middle 
even better. We have used your feedback to develop a shared vision between parents, pupils, staff, 
governors and the wider community.  

 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
Allendale Middle School is a partnership between children, parents, staff and governors working 
together to create a stimulating learning environment.  It is a place of excellence where highly trained 
and motivated staff provide quality teaching and care, a varied and challenging curriculum for all in 
well resourced, inspiring surroundings.  Everyone’s contribution is valued in an atmosphere of trust 
and respect where every individual’s potential is maximised and children progress well equipped to 
meet the challenges of education and life. 
 

AIMS/MISSION 
 
The staff, parents and governors aim to realise the vision by 
 
· Working together as a team 
· Providing a varied and challenging curriculum for all 
· Having professional and highly motivated staff 
· Valuing everyone’s contribution 
· Planning finances effectively to provide high quality resources 
· Providing an environment that is colourful, bright and inspiring 
· Developing and supporting staff through training opportunities 
· Encouraging respect for and trust in others 
· Encouraging independence and confidence 
· Being open and communicating 
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 LUNCH AFTER SCHOOL 

MONDAY 
Badminton 

Chess Club 
Volleyball (Y6, 7 & 8) 

TUESDAY 
K’nex Club 

Gardening Club 
Gymnastics (Leisure Tynedale) 

WEDNESDAY 

Singing Club 

Badminton 

Science Club 

 

THURSDAY 

Rugby 

Ukuele Club 

Netball (KS3) 

Feet First Dance 

FRIDAY Volleyball (KS3) Junior Badminton 


