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Diary Dates 
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The annual Autumn Fair was again very successful , with an impressive 
raffle, stalls including “Children In Need”, Golf game, Chocolate Foun-
tain, Chocolate Tombola, Plant stall as well as various craft stalls run by 
local artists. 
It was very good to be at and a lot of fun.  It raised a good amount of 
money so thank you to everyone who had a stall and to those who sup-
ported them on the day and to FOAM, who organised the Autumn Fair. 

Thursday 17th December 09 
 Christmas Carol Service 
 (1.30pm - 3pm)  
 
Friday 18th December 09 
 School Closes for Christmas 
 
Monday 4th January 2010 
 Teacher Training Day 
 (school closed to pupils) 
 
Tuesday 5th January 2010 
 School re-opens for pupils 
 
Monday 11th January 2010 
 Y5 Swimming starts 
 
Thursday 21st January 2010 
 Y7 Trip to Nissan Factory 
 
Friday 12th February 2010 
 School closes for 
 Spring half term holiday 
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Pupils and staff at the school have been encouraged this year to sign our ‘big’ Christmas Card.  The 
card is a banner, approximately 10ft long, where all pupils, for a donation, can sign and wish their 
school mates a ‘Merry Christmas’, a ‘Happy New Year’ or whatever Christmas message they want! 
The card is on display in the main school hall and donations will go to Oxfam Unwrapped where the 
school will purchase gifts to make a difference elsewhere in the world and, to a small 
extent, help the environment as we go! 
 

PS - we will also be recycling Christmas cards after the holidays.  Please bring cards to the 
School Office in the New Year!  Thank you. 
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The school has signed up for an 
electronic system for parent 
communication.  We hope to 
begin the process shortly in the 
new year. 
Letters, newsletters and general 
communiqué will be sent via 
email to registered parent users.  

Forms are available via the 
school office if you would like 
to register - don’t worry if you 
haven’t or can’t register as hard 
copies will continue to be sent to 
those not on the system.  In 
addition there is the ability to 
send text messages for ‘instant’ 

communications such as school 
closure or absence queries. 
Please be assured that the system 
will run in conjunction with 
existing systems.  Further infor-
mation can be found on the back 
page of this newsletter or online 
at www.parentmail.co.uk.   

There is a gardening club in 
school on Tuesday lunch-
times.  Mrs Barnes runs it for 
us and we have been collect-

ing onions and potatoes for our school dinners. 

We have collected tokens for seeds next year.  
The tokens were available from Morrisons and 

we have applied for our seeds.  Thank 
you to FOAM for giving us funding to 
buy tools.  We have brought forks and 
spades.  Our next plan is to build a 
compost bin. 
 

Troy Wilkinson & Sean Morgan 
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Allendale Middle School Yr8 pupils won both the boys and the girls events in the Tyne-
dale Area round of the U14 (up to Yr 9) National Schools Badminton Championships.  
They now go through to the County Championships as representatives of the Tynedale 
Area.  This will take place in Ashington at the end of January. 

Following the Harvest Festival 
last half term, the school has 
received a lovely thank you 
letter from The People’s Kitchen, Newcas-
tle.  The Chairman of the Trustees states 
that “In August our food supplies were 
running low, but, thanks to your help, our 
store rooms are filling up again.  All the 
food that you give us is used to prepare 
meals for poor and homeless people who 
might otherwise go hungry.  Because of 

your generosity they will be 
able to look forward to regular 

hot meals over the winter...you should be 
proud that you have been able to help so 
many needy people”. 
Thank you again to all families, pupils and 
friends who contributed and at this festive 
time we again remember all those less for-
tunate. 

� 
��� �� �� ��

� ���	���������� ��

Congratulations to Mrs Potsig, who has 
recently welcomed new arrival Ophelia 
Isobel into her family, a sister for Grace!  
Family is doing well and our best wishes 
go to them all! 
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We are pleased to say that the School Council is up and running with our form reps,  
Eco warrior, Secretary, Vice chair and Chairperson.   
 

 
We are proud to say we have already successfully raised money and are looking for-
ward to the disco.  We would all be very grateful if you could keep suggesting things 
that you would like or any other suggestions that could improve the school.  Plus we 
can’t wait to find out who has won the Events Manager and welcome them into the 
Council.  
 
Thank You.        From Members of School Council. 

Joel 5JB William 5GU 

Jamie 6RS Connor 6RS 

Megan 7NW Jordan 7CD 

Stephanie 8SB Alfwin  8SR 

Thomas Eco warrior Gina Secretary 
Nina Vice Chair Francesca Chairperson 
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Chess club is regularly at-
tended at lunchtimes in 
Room 6.  Pupils from all year 
groups have been learning to 
play and have enjoyed find-
ing out the rules. 
After the Christmas break 

pupils will be invited to take part in the 
British Land Chess Competition which in-
volves prizes and the opportunity to be-
come the School Chess champion.  Pupils 
will also have the chance to take part in the 
Mega Final at Sunderland University if 
they gain enough points.  In previous years 
we have always supported this event and 
even had ex-AMS pupils still involved!  
The ultimate prize of £2000 is certainly an 
incentive! 
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Pupils from Year7 and 8 are working with 
our Trust School partner Technology 
teacher, Peter Thwaite.  He has successfully 
encouraged teams to build cars in his own 
school at Samuel Kings and at HBHS. 
 

Pupils are working on building a chassis 
and seat are looking for sponsors to help 
with this project to enable them to race our 
car at Croft and possibly even Goodwood. 
Progress will be reported throughout the 
year. 
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Technology Club Members 09-10 


